Communicating cohesion policy:
challenges ... and opportunities!
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EU regional funding: levels of awareness
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Europe provides financial support to regions and cities. Have you heard about any EU co-financed
projects to improve the area where you live? (Flash Eurobarometer 423, September 2015)
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Positive perceptions

Q1C. Taking into consideration all the projects you have heard about, would you say that this support has had a positive or negative impact on
the development of your city or region?
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Money can't buy you love awareness?
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Increases / decreases

iNn awareness

-21%

Change in levels of awareness of EU-funded projects between 2010 and 2015 (2013 and 2015 for HR).




Human stories

P Pl ) 035/1:54




European
Commission
I

"Think globally, act locally”







#EUinMyRegion

Europe in M Region
e 23 countries
e 2000 projects

e Thousands of visitors, tweets, blog posts ...
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Legal rules - fit for purpose?




31/1 EU freezes about
€900 million to Poland

pending fraud probe 7/12 Pompeii restoration
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1716 Danube Bridge 2,
also known as “New
Europe bridge”, opens
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Good news is no hews?
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12/11 EC may

4/10 EC says European withdraw funding
14/8 Commissioner Hahn says Solidarity Fund helps for environment
taly should focus on “a few, clear countries affected by from Bulgaria

oriti d projects" natural disasters +

Eno o ancpr [7 New infrastructure
EU unwilling to finance 13 out of funds in Greece
the 15 Hungarian programmes

19-20/8
Reporting on
absorption of
European
funds figures

26/7 EC proposes
to reform the EU
Solidarity Fund

following EC letter

16/9 Bulgarian politicians
clash over EU funds fate

21/11 EC points out
four critical sectors for
EU funding in Bulgaria
+

EP approves the new
rules over the EU funds
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7/2 EU promotes a new strategy
for the Adriatic and lonian

+
EU ready to activate the EUSF
. for the victims of the earthquake

in Cephalonia
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10/3 6th European Summit of

Regions and Cities in Athens

4]4 EP recommends
the suspension of EU
funding for Bulgaria
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Good news from Brussels sometimes ... forgotten




Thank you for your attention!




